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Connections 


At  the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  ofNursing,  we  pride  ourselves  on  being  pioneers  in 
nursing.  Thanks  to  the  generous  donation  brought  to  the  faculty  by  Mr.  Lawrence  S.  Bloom¬ 
berg  in  early  2007,  we  are  the  first  named 
faculty  of  nursing  in  Canada.  Thanks  to 
the  generosity  of  our  many  alumni  and 
donors,  as  well  as  Mr.  Bloomberg’s  trans¬ 
forming  gift,  we  are  now  first  in  student 
award  funding.  We  have,  on  staff,  the  first 
Canadian  Fellow  of  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  ofNursing.  We  recently  received 
our  first  Canada  Research  Chair.  We  are 
first  in  per  researcher  funding,  technology 
and  innovation.  We  had  so  many  Canadi¬ 
an  program  firsts  it  is  hard  to  keep  track: 
first  nursing  degree  fully  independent  of  a 
hospital  program,  first  nurse  practitioner 
MN  program,  first  second  entry  program 
...  the  list  goes  on! 

Quite  simply,  we  are  First  in  Nursing. 

It  is  because  of  you,  our  alumni,  that  we 
are  able  to  maintain  these  firsts  and  add 

more.  As  vibrant  nursing  professionals,  our  alumni  have  been  pioneers  in  their  chosen 
fields,  from  research  to  administration,  clinical  practice  to  education,  and  their  impact  on 
the  profession  throughout  the  world  cannot  be  denied.  Thanks  to  our  graduates,  the  fac¬ 
ulty  continues  to  realize  it’s  mission  of  excelling  internationally  in  research,  teaching  and 
practice. 

This  is  an  exciting  new  era  for  the  faculty  and  for  nursing  education  in  Canada.  As  such, 
this  will  be  the  final  edition  of  Vital  Connections.  We  have  decided  that  it  is  time  to  have 
a  faculty  magazine  which  honours  you,  our  alumni  who  are  vibrant  nursing  professionals, 
and  the  work  that  you  do  as  well  as  the  accomplishments  of  our  extraordinary  students, 
faculty  and  staff.  So,  I  hope  that  you  will  watch  with  excitement  for  our  new  alumni  pub¬ 
lication  which  we  will  be  launching  in  spring  2008.  This  publication  will  better  reflect  our 
position  and  that  of  our  alumni  in  the  world  -  that  we  are  First  in  Nursing. 

I  am  delighted  to  have  the  honour  of  serving  as  Dean  of  this  faculty  and  celebrating  with 
all  of  you  the  faculty’s  and  your  accomplishments.  I  look  forward  to  staying  in  touch  with 
you  all  through  the  coming  months  and  seeing  you  at  upcoming  events. 

Sioban  Nelson,  Dean 
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News 


Spring  Reunion  2007 

“Lovely  reunion”  was  uttered  by  dozens  of  alumni  and 
friends  celebrating  their  anniversaries  at  the  2007  Spring 
Reunion  Breakfast  on  Saturday,  June  2,  2007.  Hosted  by 
the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing,  over  150 
alumni,  family,  faculty,  staff  and  students  attended  the  An¬ 
nual  Alumni  Breakfast  in  celebration  of  the  honoured  years 
ending  with  2  and  7.  The  morning  was  full  of  excitement  as 
old  friends  reunited  and  had  an  opportunity  to  celebrate  their 
great  achievements  as  dynamic,  motivated  and  interesting 
nurses. 

Each  year  the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing 
honours  alumni  who  are  recognized  by  their  peers  for  mak¬ 
ing  outstanding  achievements  in  their  field  and  health  care 
and  our  distinguished  alumni  award  recipients  received  their 
awards  following  the  Spring  Reunion  Breakfast.  Dr.  Micheal 
McGillion  received  the  Rising  Star  Academic  Award  for  his 
contribution  to  research  and  education  in  pain;  Dr.  Angela 
Cooper  Braithwaite,  the  Faculty  Award  of  Distinction  for  her 
contribution  to  public  health,  most  notably  her  wonderful 
injury  prevention  work;  and  two  Awards  of  Distinction  were 
given  this  year  -  one  to  Mrs.  Roslyn  Savage  (class  of  6T7)  for 
her  pioneering  work  in  cardiac  nursing  and  patient  advocacy 
in  the  transplant  field  and  a  second  to  Mrs.  Barbara  Joiner 
(class  of  5T2)  for  her  remarkable  career  in  international 
health  and  global  citizenship. 

The  Spring  Reunion  2008  Annual  Alumni  Breakfast  will  be 
taking  place  on  Saturday,  May  3 1 , 2008  where  anniversary 
years  ending  with  3  and  8  will  be  honoured.  All  nursing 
alumni  are  invited  to  our  reunion  breakfast  as  this  is  a  won¬ 
derful  opportunity  to  bring  back  as  many  alumni  as  possible 
and  make  Spring  Reunion  a  celebration  for  our  entire  nursing 
alumni  community. 

To  view  pictures  from  2007  Spring  Reunion  event  and  to 
learn  more  about  2008  Annual  Alumni  Breakfast  visit 
http://www.nursing.utoronto.ca/alumni.htm. 
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May  29  -  June  1,  2008 

Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing 
Annual  Alumni  Breakfast 
Saturday,  May  3 1 ,  2008 

Contact:  Office  of  Advancement  &  Alumni  Relations 
development.nursing@utoronto.ca  or  416-946-7097 
or  visit:  http://.nursing.utoronto.ca/reunion 


2007  DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNI  AWARD  RECIPIENTS 

Distinguished  Alumnus  Award 
Dr.  Angela  Cooper  Brathwaite  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  University  of  Toronto  in 
2004  with  a  PhD  in  Nursing.  She  has 
national  and  international  experience 
in  Maternal-Child,  Mental  Health, 
and  Public  Health  Nursing  as  well  as 
teaching  experience  in  academic  and 
clinical  settings.  Dr.  Cooper  Brath¬ 
waite  was  profiled  in  ‘Who  is  Who  of 
Canadian  Women’  from  1996-1999  and  has  pub¬ 
lished  many  papers  in  peer-reviewed  national  and 
international  journals. 

Rising  Star  Award,  Academic  Nursing 
Dr.  Michael  McGillion  graduated 
from  University  of  Toronto  PhD 
nursing  in  June  2006.  His  disserta¬ 
tion  work  involved  a  Canadian  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Health  Research  support¬ 
ed  randomized  controlled  trial  of  a 
pain  self-management  intervention 
for  people  with  chronic  stable  an¬ 
gina.  Dr.  McGillion  will  be  joining 
the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing  as  an 
Assistant  Professor  in  2008. 

Award  of  Distinction 
Mrs.  Barbara  Maxwell  Joiner  re¬ 
ceived  her  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Nursing,  University  of  Toronto  in 
1952.  Her  50  years  nursing  career 
has  taken  her  to  numerous  coun¬ 
tries,  administering  health  care  to 
paraplegics,  quadriplegics  and  po¬ 
liomyelitis.  This  included  visits  to 
rehabilitation  centers  in  England, 

Scotland,  Norway,  Sweden  and  France 


Award  Distinction 

Mrs.  Roslyn  Savage  graduated  from 
the  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Nursing, 
University  of  Toronto  1967,  she  has 
a  lengthy  career  as  a  senior  Health 
Care  Nurse  Executive.  Mrs.  Savage 
volunteer’s  by  mentoring  to  patients 
and  families  awaiting  transplanta¬ 
tion  and  continued  follow  up  on  liv¬ 
ing  with  a  transplant. 
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Class  Message 


Calling  all  5T8  Basic  Graduates  ----  It’s  Been  50  years! 

IT’S  REUNION  TIME  -  Plans  are  under  way  for  a  Class 
Reunion  to  coincide  with  the  UofT  Alumni  Reunion 
Weekend  which  will  be  held  May  29  to  June  1,  2008.  Your 
co-planners  are  planning  a  dinner  on  Saturday,  May  3 1  and 
a  brunch  on  Sunday,  June  1,  2008  in  addition  to  the 
Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  complementary  breakfast  and  tour 
of  our  “new  home”  Details  will  follow  but  do  mark  your 
calendars  now! 

Our  contact  person  at  Nursing  is  Karen  Anderson  and  the  co¬ 
planners  are  Miriam  Radley  (Fizzy),  Felicia  van  Nostrand 
and  Barb  Hayworth.  Please  contact  us  as  indicated  below  at 
any  time  for  further  information,  Barb  Hayworth  (Graham) 
at  416-249-4696  or  at  bhayworth@sympatico.ca,  Felicia 
van  Nostrand  (Ireton)  at  416-483-7518  or  at  felinn99@ 
rogers.com 

We’re  looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you  and  then 
hopefully  seeing  you  too! 

www.nursing.utoronto.ca/alumni/reunions.htm 

Dr.  Verna  Splane,  Honorary  Degree 
Recipient,  November  12,2007 

On  November  12, 2007,  the  Lawrence  S. 

Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing  and  the 
University  of  Toronto  were  honoured  to 
have  the  occasion  to  bestow  an  honor¬ 
ary  Doctorate  upon  Dr.  Verna  Huffman 
Splane  (1939,  School  of  Nursing.) 

Dr.  Splane  is  a  great  Canadian  inter¬ 
nationalist.  Among  her  many  achieve¬ 
ments,  she  has  served  the  Canadian 
nursing  community  as  Senior  Nurse 
Counselor  and  adviser  to  the  Deputy  Minister  of  National 
Health  and  Welfare;  was  instrumental  in  capacity  building 
initiatives  at  the  World  Health  Organization  that  fostered 
the  development  of  nursing  around  the  world;  has  served 
as  chief  nurse  for  Canada;  and  as  the  Vice-President  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses.  Through  her  retirement, 
she  has  continued  to  lead,  mentor  and  teach,  and  to  support 
a  wide  range  of  international  and  national  policy  initiatives 
in  nursing  and  health  care. 

The  faculty  is  delighted  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  hon¬ 
our  Dr.  Splane  with  this  degree. 

To  read  the  citation  or  view  more  photos  please  visit  our 
website:  www.nursing.utoronto.ca 


In  Memory  of  Phyllis  Jones 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg 
Faculty  of  Nursing  announces  the  passing  of  friend,  advo¬ 
cate  and  emeritus  Dean,  Professor  Phyllis  Jones  on  May  7, 
2007. 

A  graduate  of  the  School  of  Nursing  at  the  University  of  To¬ 
ronto  in  1950,  Professor  Jones  went  on  to  become  a  Profes¬ 
sor  and  Dean  of  the  Faculty  from  1979  to  1988.  During  her 
time  at  the  faculty,  she  was  instrumental  in  furthering  the 
nursing  profession  not  only  locally,  but  also  abroad.  At  the 
University  of  Turku  in  Finland,  Professor  Jones  consulted  to 
assist  them  in  establishing  a  Master’s  of  Nursing  program. 
Her  international  work  also  took  her  to  Lagos,  Nigeria. 

As  a  sign  of  her  life-long  dedication  to  the  Lawrence  S. 
Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing,  Professor  Jones  was  one  of 
four  emeritus  Deans  who  contributed  to  the  2005/06  Alum¬ 
ni  Challenge.  Their  combined  giving  raised  enough  to  es¬ 
tablish  the  Kathleen  Russell  Conference  Room  in  honour  of 
the  first  Director  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  Nurs¬ 
ing  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 

After  her  retirement  in  1988,  Professor  Jones  maintained 
her  memberships  in  the  CNA  and  the  RNAO,  eventually 
moving  to  the  Owen  Sound  chapter  of  the  RNAO  when  she 
moved  with  her  sister  in  1 992.  Professor  Jones  lived  true 
to  the  idea  that  retirement  simply  meant  “refocusing”  as  she 
stayed  active  for  many  years  in  Owen  Sound  as  a  church 
elder  in  the  St.  Andrew’s  Presbyterian  Church  and  was  very 
involved  in  the  Georgian  Bay  Garden  Club. 

Professor  Jones  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  her. 

2007  Arbor  Award 

The  Arbor  Award  was  established  in  1989  to  recognize 
alumni  volunteers  for  outstanding  personal  service  to  the 
university  over  a  number  of  years.  In  recent  years,  the 
awards  have  been  extended  to  include  friends  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity.  This  year  the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  of 
Nursing  was  honored  to  nominate  the  Gala  Committee  for 
the  2007  Arbor  Award.  This  was  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  recognize  Susan  Brereton,  Rickey  Fitzerman,  Margot  F. 
Kontak-Forsyth  and  Barbara  Reid  for  their  efforts  and  dedi¬ 
cation  in  support  of  the  first  ever  Nursing  Gala  event  at  the 
Royal  York,  Imperial  Room  on  October  28,  2004.  Through 
their  energy  and  enthusiasm  these  volunteers  brought  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Nursing  and  Nursing  education  to  the  attention 
of  a  wider  public  and  in  a  tangible  way. 

To  view  pictures  of  the  2007  Award  recipients,  please  visit 
http://www.nursing.utoronto.ca/alumni 


Steve  Frost 
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Dr.  Cindy-Lee  Dennis  Receives  Canada  Research  Chair 
September  12,2007 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  announce  that  Dr.  Cindy-Lee  Dennis,  Associate  Pro¬ 
fessor  at  the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing,  University  of  Toronto 
has  received  a  Tier  2  Canadian  Research  Chair  in  Perinatal  Community  Health. 
Established  in  2000,  the  Canada  Research  Chair  program  is  aimed  at  the  recruit¬ 
ment  and  retention  of  academics  who  are  world  leaders  in  their  field  of  expertise. 
Tier  2  chairs  are  designated  to  exceptional  emerging  researchers  whose  potential 
to  lead  in  their  field  has  been  acknowledged  by  their  peers.  Dr.  Dennis’  research 
program  is  directed  towards  rigorously  evaluating  interventions  to  improve  the 
care  of  pregnant  and  postpartum  women.  She  is  the  principal  investigator  of  two 
large,  multi-site  randomized  controlled  trials  related  to  the  prevention  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  postpartum  depression,  and  a  co-investigator  on  several  other  research 
projects  concerning  breastfeeding  and  maternal  mood.  She  has  numerous  publi¬ 
cations  in  peer-reviewed  journals  related  to  maternal  and  infant  health  outcomes 
including  the  detection,  prevention,  and  treatment  of  postpartum  depression,  and 
is  the  primary  reviewer  for  five  Cochrane  systematic  reviews  related  to  perinatal 
(antenatal  and  postpartum)  depression.  Her  theoretical  and  measurement  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  breastfeeding  field  are  widely  acknowledged  internationally.  Dr. 
Dennis’  research  provides  evidence-based  information  to  address  health  prob¬ 
lems  that  many  pregnant  and  postpartum  women  experience  with  the  goal  of 
promoting  a  healthy  transition  to  motherhood. 


STUDENT  AWARDS  CEREMONY 

2007  has  been  a  remarkable  year  for  the  students  at  the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg 
Faculty  of  Nursing.  In  March,  2007  the  faculty  received  the  largest  known  gift 
to  nursing  in  Canada.  This  gift  alone  created  50  new  awards  for  student  support, 
tripling  the  amount  of  funding  available  for  student  awards  at  the  faculty. 

On  October  16th,  2007,  over  230  students,  donors,  faculty,  family  and  friends 
celebrated  our  students’  achievements  at  this  year’s  awards  ceremony.  On  this 
special  evening,  we  presented  179  awards  to  our  deserving  students.  Student 
recipients  were  honoured  by  this  recognition  and  were  delighted  to  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  thank  our  donors  for  their  continued  tradition  in  supporting  nursing 
education. 

Please  visit  our  alumni  web  site  at  www.nursing.utoronto.ca/alumni  to  see  pho¬ 
tos  from  this  special  event. 


Eileen  Millar  presented  the  class  of 
6  TO  Award 


Seymour  Schulich  Award  recipients  receiving  awards 
from  Lawrence  and  Frances  Bloomberg 


Prof  Kathleen  Arpin  pre¬ 
sented  the  Kathleen  Arpin 
Doctoral  Fellowship 


with^j  2 
strangers 


Are  you  looking  to  meet  new  people 
who  are  also  alumni  of  the  Lawrence  S. 
Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing?  Per¬ 
haps  you  are  looking  for  a  mentor  or  a 
networking  opportunity,  or  maybe  you 
just  want  for  a  fun  night  out  with  peo¬ 
ple  that  you  have  something  in  com¬ 
mon  with. 

Already  a  success  in  other  areas  of  U  of 
T,  the  Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty 
of  Nursing  will  be  launching  an  alumni 
series  called  Dinner  with  12  Strangers. 
The  concept  is  simple:  sit  down  to  din¬ 
ner  with  12  “strangers”  who  are  fellow 
Nursing  alumni  and  come  away  with 
12  new  friends. 

We  are  looking  for  Nursing  alumni 
who  are  interested  in  participating  in 
these  dinners  or  willing  to  host  dinners 
in  their  homes.  Hosts  can  also  share 
hosting  responsibilities  with  a  co-host. 

The  only  pre-requisite  for  participating 
in  this  series  it  that  you  are  a  graduate 
of  the  faculty! 

For  more  information  about  this  pro¬ 
gram  and  how  you  can  get  involved,  or 
to  sign  up  to  attend  or  host  one  of  our 
dinners,  please  contact  Karen  Anderson 
at  416-946-7907  or  karenu.anderson@ 
utoronto.ca. 


Vital  Connections  is  published  by  the: 
Lawrence  S.  Bloomberg  Faculty  of  Nursing, 
University  ofToronto 
1 55  College  Street,  Suite  2 1 7 
Toronto  ON  M5T  I P8 
416-946-7097 

Dean:  Professor  Sioban  Nelson 

Development  &  Alumni  Relations 
and 

Editorial  Committee 

Karen  Anderson 
Zoe  Steele 


